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Four Common Types of Siding 
 

Which is the best choice for your home? 

 

Are you tired of painting your home?  Do you have outdated aluminum or vinyl siding which has 

long lost its luster and is taking away from the value of your home.  Are the panels falling off and 

you find that air and moisture are infiltrating into your home.  Have you recently suffered hail 

damage?   Or do you simply want to improve the overall appearance and value of your home? 

 

The report was developed to give you important information about various options for siding your 

home that most people don’t even consider before buying.  You see there are more options, more 

choices, more contractors, and more thieves out there than you can literally guard against.  With the 

volume of siding contractors in any given area, getting several bids is no guarantee that you will find 

a reputable contractor with a quality product and installation.  Before this business got big, you could 

trust people.  Unfortunately, times have changed and it’s very difficult to believe much of anything 

that you see or hear on TV or anywhere else about the performance of a product without actually 

seeing it perform in real life. 

 

An important consideration that is overlooked is that you are not just purchasing one product.  The 

siding is only one component.  When you replace your siding you need to consider that you are 

purchasing a system.  A comprehensive system will include the following components: 

 

Moisture Barrier and / or Insulation (depending on building codes) 

     Siding and Ancillary Material 

     Trim (Windows, Doors, Posts, Etc.) 

     Certified Installer 

Comprehensive Guarantee (includes lifetime on materials, performance, and labor.) 

 

On top of it, you may need to replace rotted wood and it is wise when replacing siding to replace or 

cover the soffit and fascia. 

 

If you, or somebody that you know are considering siding for their home, please read this report to 

make the most educated decision about this major purchase, and to find out what the entire rest of 

the industry doesn’t want you to know. 

 

Glossary of Terms 
These terms are useful to help you better understand the content of this report. 

 

Better Business Bureau:  This organization is very reputable and provides background information 

on companies and organizations.  A company may or may not be a member, but will still be listed 

for a rating.  Members have to pay a nominal fee and agree to abide by the strict code of standards 

set forth by the Better Business Bureau.  For the low fee, there is little reason why a reputable 

company would not be a member. 
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Chalking:  This term refers to the chalky appearance of the early aluminum and 

cheap vinyl siding which makes the color appear to fade.  The color of siding is 

affected by the reaction to oxidizing, pollution, and UV light.  Finishes with color 

stabilizers that are chemically inert will not oxidize or chalk. 

 

Color Unit:  Color units are referred to as Delta E or more commonly Hunter Units (named after 

Richard Hunter, an optical engineer who developed a mathematical formulation for color 

appearance).  When discussing siding, Hunter Units are referenced in the amount of fading over a 

given period.  Lower grade siding is guaranteed to fade no more than 7 Hunter Units over a five year 

period.  In other words the color of siding will look nothing like when it was originally installed.  

Average siding will have a guarantee for 3-4 Hunter units over the same five year period, while the 

premium products will have a guarantee for 3-4 Hunter Units over a lifetime. 

 

Finish:  Refers to the color and matrix that holds in the color into the siding material.  Some finishes 

will hold up much better than others due to the stabilizer used and the amount.  Here are two 

common stabilizers: 

 

Acrylic:  Acrylic polymers are used in siding finishes because they don’t oxidize and then chalk.  

Pure acrylic finishes are usually guaranteed for 3-4 Hunter Units over a lifetime.  Avoid finishes 

that incorporate styrene or butadiene rubber as these finishes will yellow with sunlight and 

moisture.  

 

Titanium Dioxide:  Titanium Dioxide is the most common component is siding finishes.  It will 

react with the atmosphere and will have significant chalking within a short amount of time.  

Larger amounts of Titanium Dioxide will hold in the color, but the performance is no where near 

the Acrylic finishes. 

 

Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval:  This much coveted designation is well known for 

endorsing high quality products and ensuring that if the manufacturer is not able to back up the 

guarantees, that Good Housekeeping will provide compensation to the consumer.  Although products 

with this designation are always of the highest quality, they may not necessarily be the best product 

available.  The Good Housekeeping Seal is not given out at no-charge.  Manufacturers have to pay 

an annual fee (a sizeable one) for this privilege, and also have to pay for initial testing of product as 

well.   

 

Insulation:  Foam Insulation can be laminated directly to the siding or 

installed first before covering with the siding.  In addition to the insulating 

qualities, foam insulation provides a smooth surface for siding installation, 

moisture barrier, deters insects, and provides extra durability.  Premium 

siding systems will have some form of insulation and will have R-Values 

ranging from R-1 to R2.5.  Some systems will claim R-4 but this is only at 

the widest point of the siding.  These sidings will have an overall R-Value of R-2.5.  The integrity of 

the siding / insulation and the quality of installation will have a major impact on the energy 

efficiency. 

 

Longevity of Manufacturer:  Longevity is important because, colors differ from manufacturer to 

manufacturer.  If a manufacturer goes out of business, it will be difficult to match the color if you 

replace only a portion of the siding. 
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Moisture Barrier:  Moisture barriers are a cloth-like covering that goes over the 

exterior walls before the siding is installed.  These materials allow the home to breathe 

but keep out excess moisture and air infiltration.   

 

Profile 

  

Profiles are the shape of the siding.  The length that the profile projects out, style of profile, and 

number of bends will affect the sturdiness of the panels.  It’s no secret that engineers use bends to 

make structures stronger.   Here are two common profiles” 

 

  

Straight:  A common profile that angles out and goes back in.  Pattern is repeated 

two to three times in a panel.  It gives the appearance of being flat on the home.  

Most manufacturers have various lengths of projection.  The wider the projection, 

the sturdier and more expensive the product. 

 

 

 

Dutch Lap:  This profile angles out and then is flat.  Pattern is repeated two to three        

times in a panel.  This profile is very strong.  Insulated Dutch Lap panels have a 

higher R-Value due to the amount of projection and insulating material behind it.  

However, not all manufacturers have Dutch Lap available in an insulated version.  

 

Seams:  An average house of siding will have 137 seams or joints where the 

two pieces of siding are overlapped or butted together.  Seams take away 

from the appearance of the home by the laps, collection of dirt and moisture 

at the seams, air and moisture infiltration through the seams, and falling, 

warping, and drooping panels.  Siding manufacturers know that seams have 

been an issue.  After all, the siding contractor will ask if you want the seams 

lapped looking at or away from the home. In other words, which direction do 

you want the house looking better? Attempts to minimize the issues have 

been wider and longer panels, thereby cutting down on the number of seams.  It wasn’t until 

seamless versions that the problems have been eliminated.  Air and moisture infiltration issues can 

be minimized by Moisture Barriers or Insulation.  Seamed siding systems use the following joints: 

 

Overlapped Joints:  Panels are joined together by overlapping by at least an inch. 

 

Butt Joints:  Two pieces of material such a cedar or fiber cement composite panels are installed 

adjacent or butted up to each other versus overlapping on other siding systems. 
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Siding:  Siding commonly is made of the following materials: 

 

                  

Cedar:  Real wood siding material that looks beautiful and if properly treated will 

last a long time. 

 

 

Vinyl:  Plastic siding material that can be made in various grades dependant 

upon quality desired.  Durability and appearance can vary depending on the 

cost.  Vinyl siding for a variety of reasons is the most common siding system 

used in the USA.   

 

Fiber Cement Composite:  This premium silica based material can be fabricated to 

look like cedar, can be pre-finished, and will last a very long time. 

 

 

 

Metal:  Metal systems include products made from aluminum, steel, or hybrid metal / 

vinyl, incorporate a vibrant finish and have a high durability.  Siding systems made 

with the products are of high quality due to the significant cost of materials and skill 

needed for installation.   

 

Thickness:  The thickness of a material will be measured differently for vinyl, aluminum, and steel.  

Best comparison should be made between like materials.  Too thin a material and the siding will 

look wavy on the home.  Too thick a material will show shadow lines on the seams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trim:  Trim is the covering of exterior surfaces other than the walls such as exterior window frames 

(capping), entry door frames, and garage doors to avoid painting and protect the wood.  Posts and 

other architectural structures may be covered.  The soffit (underside of gable) and fascia (front side 

of gable) is sometimes included with this term.  In addition, there are some products available such 

as crown molding which are not specifically covering a specific area as much as enhancing the 

appearance of the home. 
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Section 1.  Why Should You Replace Siding 
 

There are many reasons that people replace their siding.  The biggest reason is cosmetic.  Other 

concerns include comfort, energy savings, weather damage, safety, low maintenance, and increasing 

the resale value of home.  New construction is rarely a guarantee that your siding will satisfy any of 

these requirements.  In most cases, builders use low grade materials to keep costs down which 

results in a less attractive appearance and problems a few years down the road.   

 

Purchasing siding should be an easy and comfortable process, one that you as the buyer feel in 

control.  Here is an explanation of some of the most common reasons to look into the purchase of 

siding 

 

Eliminating Exterior Maintenance – 
Are “maintenance-free” siding products really maintenance-free? Many of us are familiar with the 

so-called sales talk and advertising when it comes to siding. They all tell us that replacing the siding 

will save us money on exterior maintenance. They also tell us that our home will be more valuable. 

So what is the real truth about siding being maintenance free? 

 

Siding can be made of wood, vinyl, fiber cement composites, and metal. Some siding requires 

painting while others guarantee you will never have to repaint.  Eliminating the need to paint the 

exterior can save a significant amount of money and time.     

 

Bottom Line – Replacing your siding delivers large savings in maintenance costs and 

convenience, as some sidings don’t require the constant upkeep of scraping and new paint.   

 

Ease of Cleaning- 
The truth is that siding still has to be cleaned, so these products are not completely maintenance free. 

Some siding products are harder to clean than others.  This exposes another issue that most siding 

companies don’t tell you or want you to know. 

 

Some homes must weather tough environmental conditions by virtue of their locations, such as areas 

of heavy industry, or along the coast. Airborne particles are very common in these environments and 

stick to the exterior. That means frequent washing.  Many sidings will not allow the use of abrasive 

cleaner without destroying the finish.  This could be an issue if you have trees that deposit a large 

volume of sap. 

 

Bottom Line – If one of the most important factors for you replacing your siding is the ease of 

cleaning, than choosing a siding that can be washed without damaging the finish or washes off 

with little effort. 
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Energy Savings – 
After windows and doors, your walls are your next area of energy loss.  Although your walls may 

have adequate insulation, you don’t know what the true condition is under the siding.  After all, 

imperfections and mistakes can be covered up with the siding and you will never know the 

difference.  It is not uncommon to find that after removing the siding to find large holes in the 

exterior wall.   

 

Cold air leaking into your house through your walls can cause rooms to feel drafty and 

uncomfortable. This is called infiltration.  As cold air is coming in through the leaks, warm air is 

escaping through other leaks. The same is true for that situation in reverse. Does this sound like your 

home? 

 

From 2004 to 2006, the price of natural gas has tripled.  We all know that it’s never going to go 

down.  Then it’s the reverse in the warmer months.  For all our modern technology, electricity is not 

getting any cheaper.  So it’s a safe bet that replacing your siding for an energy efficient siding 

system is a sure investment.   

 

Some siding systems are going to be more energy efficient than others.  New advanced technologies 

and designs have dramatically improved the performance of siding insulation options.  The 

laminating process of foam backing to the siding doesn’t separate as it once used to.  The quality of 

the poly styrene foam doesn’t degrade and lose its insulating qualities. There are hybrid metal / vinyl 

seamless products available that eliminate almost all of the infiltration issues, besides offering 

additional insulation to the home. 

 

Bottom Line – Your choice of a siding system can have an impact on your energy use for your 

home. 

 

Comfort – 
When you get right down to it—it’s more than just saving money on your energy bills. Out of 1000 

people surveyed from the Consumer Energy Alliance, 67% of the respondents said that COMFORT 

was the single most important factor to them when discussing energy issues about their home. Let’s 

face it—you want your house to be comfortable. 

 

On cold winter nights, do you avoid chairs near exterior walls or even putting furniture there? Do 

drafts chase you from room to room? When temperatures drop to the single digits, do you find 

comfort only under several layers of blankets in your bed?  

 

In the hot summer months, does your house seem like a sauna? Do you find yourself, closing all of 

the blinds, turning off all of the lights—trying to keep your air conditioning unit from running 24/7?  

 

Bottom Line - You can relax and be comfortable year round in your home—no matter if 

you’re battling the freezing cold or the dog days of summer by replacing your siding with a 

siding system that includes insulating qualities. 
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Insurance Claim –  
 

Some areas of the country are subject to hail damage.  The Chicago area isn’t as bad as many other 

areas but we do get our share.  Cheap aluminum and vinyl siding is not going to hold up well with 

hail.  Even some of the thicker vinyl siding will show dents when the hail is larger than normal. 

 

If you do get hail, you would be better off to upgrade your siding to one that is more hail resistant.  

Even though the insurance company will pay for the cost of the replacement of your current siding, 

you’re going to have the same problem and another deductible when it hails again.  In our area, 

that’s pretty likely. You would be better off to purchase more durable siding, and pay the difference 

between what you get from the insurance claim and the cost of the siding.  The long term benefits 

will save you money, improve the appearance and energy efficiency of the house.  Resale value and 

energy savings will more than compensate for the money out of pocket. 

 

There are companies that are called storm chasers.  They usually come into a neighborhood after a 

storm.  Even though you might not have noticeable damage they will entice you with the promise of 

new siding and roof for only the cost of your deductible.  They will handle filing the claims.  They 

will tell you that you might as well do it as your area has been declared an insurance disaster area 

(not necessarily true) and your rates are going up anyway (not necessarily true again).  This 

statement becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy when many neighbors participate in this program.  In 

some cases, it works out well for the homeowner, for many it doesn’t.  Storm chasers have to work 

for lesser profit due to having to negotiate with the insurance companies and having to wait for their 

money on top of it.  The quality of the materials and installation suffers because of it.  Lesser or 

equal products are usually installed on the home.  (How many builders put on a quality siding?)  

Commonly, problems arise later, but the Storm Chasers are long gone, on to the next storm area.  

With their departure, so do any guarantees on their products and installation.  Some homeowners 

find themselves with increased insurance rates, or worse being dumped by their insurance 

companies.  They usually don’t find less or equal rates when they sign up with another insurance 

company.   

 

Bottom Line – With an insurance claim, deal with an established reputable company.  Take 

the opportunity to upgrade your siding since it will pay for itself with the added benefits.  

Don’t settle for lesser quality product replaced on your home. 

    

Safety – 
Every day you whisper a promise to your child, “I’ll always love you and keep you safe.” But 

keeping your home and children safe takes more than promises. It can only be done with safety 

awareness, planning and preventive action. Fires are among the leading cause of injury and death in 

young children.  

 

Different siding systems are more flame retardant than others.  They range from cedar siding that 

will burn readily to fiber cement composites that won’t burn at all.  A siding system that includes 

fire retardant exterior materials will allow more time to escape from the home.  

 



 10 

      
 

The Bottom Line – Some siding systems can provide added safety to your family and your 

home by allowing you and our family to get out in time or not have your home catch on fire 

from nearby fires. 

 

Add Value to Home – 

 
A recent national research study examined the cost of new siding in an average-sized home. They 

looked at how much the new siding would add to a house's value if sold a year later.  This 2005 

research study conducted by Remodeling magazine (a Hanley-Wood, LLC trade publication) utilized 

professional opinions of over 200 real estate agents and determined that in the Chicago area, new 

siding will add 125% of their cost to the value of their home.  
 

The benefits start immediately when you replace your siding. From enhancing your home's exterior 

and adding to its curb appeal, new siding transform a home from ordinary to outstanding, especially 

if you take advantage of the many trim options available. What's more, new siding provides one of 

the best returns on investment of any home improvement project. You should never buy a siding 

system that is not backed by a full lifetime guarantee on the material and labor.  Read all guarantees 

carefully.  What the large print gives, the fine print takes away. 
 

The Bottom Line – Carefully chosen, few investments can add more value to a home than new 

siding.  New siding adds value from every perspective.  But read the fine print carefully in the 

guarantees to determine the best value for your home. 
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 Section 2.  What Type Of Siding Should I Buy? 
 

There is no correct answer for this question.  The answer depends on what your needs are.  What you 

consider to be a value will determine what type of siding system that you want to have on your 

home.  There will be some products that are a temporary fix for homeowners that aren’t planning on 

staying in the home more than a year.  Other products will look beautiful, but require a great deal of 

maintenance and will have little or no energy efficiency.  Some products will be energy efficient, but 

will not be esthetically pleasing as others. 
   
Choosing the right siding is sometimes difficult with the wide variety of choices and configurations 

that are available. That’s why it’s so important to work with a professional that you like and trust. I 

cannot emphasize this point enough and this is where so many people get frustrated—and taken to 

the cleaners.  Many times, salespeople will sell you what’s in their best interest instead of yours. A 

reputable siding contractor will help you choose the proper siding system based on your needs and 

budget.   
 

Bottom Line – What you consider to be important will determine the siding system that is right 

for you. 

 

Types of Siding Systems 
Let’s take a look at some of the different options and possibilities, so that you can figure out what 

type of siding system fits your home best. 

 

Early Systems – 
 

Aluminum siding was invented in the mid 1940s to save labor, time, and expense of painting wood 

siding.  The siding was lightweight material, could be custom formed into different styles, and was 

less expensive than exterior coverings such as brick, stone, or stucco. 

 

There were disadvantages.  Aluminum was still more expensive than fiber board siding used on new 

homes.  The color in the siding faded, chalked over time, and scratched easily.  Eventually, it needed 

to be painted which negated putting the product on in the first place.  On top of it, the early 

aluminum products were structurally weak and dented very easily. 

 

As technology for extracting aluminum improved, the cost of aluminum siding came down.  There 

was a massive growth of installation in the 1970s.  At that time, a new material became popular, 

vinyl siding.  Vinyl siding had one major advantage over aluminum.  It was cheap.  Other than that, 

it was not a good product.  It melted easily and cracked from the extreme heat and cold.  The colors 

faded within a few years. 
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Early aluminum and vinyl siding had many problems.  

 
Today, there have been major improvements with both of these siding materials and new ones such 

as fiber cement composite and hybrid metal / vinyl systems have become available. 

 

Bottom Line – Early sidings were not much better than the alternative of painting, but new 

technology is delivering much better results.  

Cedar Siding – 

 

Cedar siding is the ultimate in a beautiful home. 

Cedar wood siding is for the homeowner that is looking for the natural beauty of wood, has a great 

deal of money to afford the product, either can afford to hire someone to paint and seal it every 

couple of years or just lives to work a paint brush.  Cedar siding is the best and worst of both worlds.  

It is esthetically pleasing, but is high maintenance.  As it is wood, there is very little insulating 

quality.  

Bottom Line - If you are very wealthy and can afford the maintenance and extra energy costs 

cedar siding is the way to go. 
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Vinyl Systems – 
Vinyl systems are available in many different grades and styles.  The cost of the product goes up 

with wider panels, longer panels, higher quality finishes, and thicker guage.  Insulated panels should 

be considered as a separate product.  They are very expensive, but there is a payback in energy 

savings.  It is not worth discussing products that are less than .040 gauge as they are not acceptable 

at any price. 

 

Siding can range from .040 to .050 Gauge with Insulation.  Note how the panels are wider as 

the quality improves. 

.040 – 

.040 Gauge vinyl panels are popular with new construction, truck and ladder guys, and storm chasers 

companies (insurance contractors) due to its cheap cost.  Typically these products are guaranteed not 

to fade more than 7 Hunter Units within 5 years and in some cases are co-extruded with regrind 

plastic (grey-back). A cheap cost is the main reason that a homeowner would want this on a home.  

This product is a good choice if you are planning on moving within a year or so, or cannot absolutely 

afford anything better.  Thin panels will show the imperfections of a wall.  Houses are not static.  

Over the years they settle and will not be straight.  Thin panels will make this situation more 

noticeable.   This product will lose much of its color within 5 years, dent, buckle, and crack.  

 In the case of an insurance claim, such as hail damage, you are better off to take the maximum that 

the insurance company will give you for the claim and upgrade to a better quality product.  The 

irony with many insurance companies is that they authorize the payment for the installation of a 

product that will dent easily and is more likely to get damaged again creating more claims after the 

next hail storm.  
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.044 – 
0.44 guage vinyl panels are thicker, wider, and dent resistant, especially if there is a foam backer 

board.  The quality of the finish may vary from manufacturer to manufacturer.  These products are 

worth the extra money, but read the warranties carefully to decide which product is the best value. 

The company standing behind the installation should be considered also. 

An average home with this product will have 137 seams and will not have the R-Values of the 

insulated products.  Hence, you need to consider if esthetics and other problems with seams will be 

an issue with you. 

Insulated Vinyl –  
There are several insulated vinyl products available, the majority of them are excellent.  Since these 

are premium and very expensive products, they usually carry high quality, long lasting finishes.  The 

panels are wider and with some manufacturers, longer, so there is less seams, and consequently less 

seam issues.   On top of that, you will not find many truck and ladder guys or storm chasers 

installing these products, so you can count on a quality installation as well. 

Some systems will claim to have an R-Value of R-4, but that is only at the widest projection and will 

vary from siding profile.  The overall R-Value of any of them will not be more than R-2.5.  Although 

they are very expensive, there is a return on energy savings.  The only real drawback is the esthetics 

and other issues with the seams. 

Bottom Line – There are many options and grades of vinyl siding.  Some will pay back in 

energy savings.  You need to be careful in picking the one that will suit your needs and budget.  

No matter what grade you choose, seams will still be an issue. 

Fiber Cement Composite- 

 

Fiber Cement Composite siding systems look beautiful when finished and mimic the 

appearance of real wood without the pitfalls of rotting and insect infestation. 

Fiber Cement Composites have become popular and are actually code in certain areas of the country 

due to their fire retardant capabilities.  Cement doesn’t burn.  The panels are available unpainted or 

pre-finished.  They don’t rot, burn, or get eaten by insects.  Best of all, the appearance is as close to 

cedar siding without all the hassles associated with cedar siding.  
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You will see minimal energy savings with this product as it is very thick just like cedar siding.  This 

is one of the most expensive siding systems available and requires to be painted.  The painting is not 

as frequent as with wood siding, and as some manufacturers point out, it leaves you the opportunity 

to change the color of your home. (Pre-finished Fiber Cement Composite manufacturers typically 

guarantee the finish for 15 years.) Fiber Cement Composite siding systems are very popular in the 

south where they have their best advantage with the climate.    

Bottom Line - This is a good product for a homeowner who has a lot of money, wants the 

esthetics of wood, wants the siding to last a long time, but doesn’t mind the maintenance of 

painting or no additional energy savings.   

Seamless Siding 

 

Hybrid metal / vinyl seamless systems combine the best of both vinyl and metal siding without 

the issues of seams. 

The rising cost of aluminum and steel has made producing a cheap metal system impractical.  

Hybrid metal / vinyl systems can be roll formed so they have the capacity to be extruded on site or 

made in very long panels (up to 45 feet).   Since these are all premium products, they have long 

lasting quality finishes.  The finishes are typically polyvinyl coatings with acrylic polymers used as a 

color stabilizer.  Unlike, vinyl products, the finishes are vibrant and glossy since they can be baked 

on.  The finish can also be cleaned with an abrasive cleaner if need be, without spoiling the finish.  

(You cannot do that with conventional vinyl siding.) These sidings incorporate an insulating backing 

as a mounting platform so the appearance is flat and straight, and the siding has insulating R-Values 

up to R-2.5. 
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These products are more expensive than most vinyl products, less than fiber cement products, and 

around the same cost as the insulated products.  The major advantage is no issues whatsoever with 

seams.   

Raw materials and difficult seamless installation (requires very skilled craftsman) make the cost of 

these products initially higher.  But like the insulated products, there is a return on investment from 

energy savings, and the added resale value from the added curb appeal.  Not many homeowners can 

afford this product, and the installation of seamless siding sets homes dramatically apart from others. 

Bottom Line – Hybrid metal / vinyl seamless siding combines benefits from both vinyl and 

metal siding with durability, long lasting color, and extra insulation.  This product is priced 

around the same as insulated siding but doesn’t have the issues with the seams. 

Trim Work 

 
 

Fancy trim work such as crown molding on the gables enhances the appearance of this siding 

job. 

 

Soffit, fascia, window and door wraps, and other trimming should not be considered on the basis of 

price.  There are many companies that will do it for very cheap.  Ask for pictures of completed work.  

(Make sure they have pictures of the homeowners in it to verify it’s their work.)  The material itself 

is a commodity.  The real value lies in the workmanship.  A bad job will spoil the exterior of your 

home and negate whatever you paid for it.  True craftsmanship will increase the value of your home. 

 

There are fancy accessories available to dress up your home.  Shutters, gable vents, and unique gable 

siding options such as fish scale are popular choices.   Some companies will offer crown or dentil 

molding around the trim.  The added up-charge for these items is minimal but adds a great deal to 

the appearance of the home.   

 

Bottom Line – The cost of the trim material is not as important as the quality of installation 

since that is what you are really purchasing.  There are other accessories such as crown 

molding which can dramatically enhance the appearance of your home. 
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Section 3.  How to Choose the Proper Siding Contractor. 

Making a major home improvement purchase, like replacing your siding can be a scary proposition. 

Unlike buying a washing machine or even a new car, most homeowners rarely make major home 

improvement purchases. The lack of experience can easily bring about fear of making the wrong 

decision, uncertainty, and general uneasiness. 

Unless you have a trustworthy relative or a good friend in the business, it’s going to be necessary for 

you to deal with a siding contractor. Your success in finding a reliable, honest, and dependable 

contractor will probably dictate your ultimate happiness or disappointment in your project. 

If you know just nine critical characteristics, you can eliminate 95% of the fly by night and 

unreputable contractors who give this industry a black eye.  

A reputable contractor should be able to provide you with answers on the following: 

 Numerous Customer References 

 Pictures of Work Done  (with homeowner in at least one picture of each job) 

 Detailed Proposal of the work that will be done for a Specific Cost. 

 Written Warrantees For Product and Workmanship 

 Proper Liability Insurance 

 Long Term Reputation for Service 

 Options for Financing 

 Amount of Deposits Paid Up Front 

 Standards For Installation and Installation Crews 

Important Note: 
 

Beware of companies that promise percentages off, free financing, or very low prices.  If they lie to 

you to get into the home, they will lie about other aspects of the job.   

 

Many companies will offer discounts of 15 to 50% off if you purchase now.  This is a feeble attempt 

at creating a sense of urgency.  The tactic involves raising the list price to account for the discount.  

In essence, they are not giving any discount. 

 

Any financing over 6 months is costing the company a certain percentage of the sale.  The 

percentage is added to the cost of the job, so the homeowner is really paying for the financing.  An 

honest company will offer financing, but will also offer a lower price if the homeowner agrees to pay 

cash, check, credit card, or a financing option that is less than 6 months.   

 

It is also very common to see companies advertising very cheap siding as a bait and switch tactic.  

Two scenarios are possible.  The sales rep goes in with the intention of not selling that siding, since 

there is little or no commission.  Instead the sales rep talks the homeowner out of considering the 

advertised cheap siding altogether and purchasing a better quality.  Even then, the siding that is 

presented is of mediocre quality due to the business model of such a company.  This type of 

company has lost all credibility by lying just to get into the home. 
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There are also many companies that will advertise a cheap siding, but it may not include all the 

components for installation.  By the time the homeowner has purchased all the options to make it a 

complete installation, the price of the siding is two to three times what it was advertised.  Again, this 

company has lied to get into the home. 

 

An exact price for a complete installation should involve the following: 

 

 Necessary Permits 

 Moisture Barrier or Insulation 

 Siding and Ancillary Material 

 Trim (Windows, Doors, Posts, Etc.) 

 Certified Installer 

 Comprehensive Guarantee (includes lifetime on materials, performance, and labor.) 

 

Once the company has approved the job by signing that portion of the quote, there shouldn’t be 

additional expenses.  After this point, any unforeseen expenses should be at the home improvement 

company instead of the homeowner. 

Bottom Line – Spending money for a quality product will be negated if it is installed poorly 

and without the company standing behind its work.  Research your contractor and ask for 

addresses and pictures of jobs before you sign a contract.  Ensure that you are given a quote 

for all costs involved with the installation of your siding. 

Section 4.  Should I Finance My New Siding? 

There are many options to pay for your new siding, but be careful, financing can be tricky. A 

reputable contractor should be able to educate you on the options available and secure the 

best possible method of financing for you. 

If you are considering financing your new siding, there are several key factors that you will 

want to research before purchasing. 

 What monthly payments are you comfortable with for what period of 

time? 

 What interest rates are being offered and are they competitive? 

 Can I finance this through a home improvement loan? 

 Is my interest payments tax deductible? 

 How long before my payments start? 

Bottom Line – Only a reputable contractor will offer financing.  Such lenders such as GE 

Finance will only deal with contractors that are above average since they are assuming the 

liability for the work after the job completion. 
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Section 5.  What to Do Next 

Contact a siding contractor and arrange for no cost, no 

obligation FREE QUOTE.  (Insist on a firm proposal cost.  

Never accept an “estimate” as it gives the contractor license 

to add up to 20% more on the cost of the job.) You will be 

able to ask the contractor about all the information you have 

learned about new siding. 

This report has been provided free of charge by: 

Home Improvements USA. 

480 Industrial Drive 

Naperville, IL 60563 

800-797-5880 

Visit www.homeimprovement-usa.com to find a reputable contractor in your area. 




